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By Jonathan Tilove
Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Putting some flesh on the 
rhetorical bones of bipartisanship, President 
Barack Obama wrote congressional leaders 
Tuesday that he is “exploring” four health care 
overhaul ideas offered by Republicans at the 
Blair House summit last week.

They include ways to encourage the use 
of health savings accounts, to find alternative 
methods to resolve medical malpractice dis-
putes, and to ferret out waste, fraud and abuse 
through random undercover investigations of 
health care providers receiving Medicare, Med-
icaid and other federal health care money. 

The fourth idea, which Obama said was 
“shared by many Democrats,” is increasing doc-
tor reimbursements as Medicaid is expanded. But 
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, whom Obama cit-
ed as the inspiration for that idea, said the presi-
dent had gotten his point exactly backward and 
that the answer is not to spend more, but to stop 
extending unfunded mandates on the states.

President 
singles out 

4 GOP ideas 
on health  
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By Rebecca Mowbray
Business writer

Arthur Sterbcow, the pub-
lic face of the largest real estate 
firm in New Orleans, was ter-
minated as president of Latter 
& Blum Inc./Realtors on Tues-

day for provid-
ing information 
to The Times-
Picayune about 
assessment val-
ues and home 
prices in Jeffer-
son Parish for a 
story published 
in  Sunday ’s 
newspaper.

The infor-
mation, known 

as broker price options, showed 
a 14 percent gap between home 
sale prices and property tax assess-
ments made by Jefferson Parish 
Assessor Lawrence E. Chehardy.

Sterbcow, a champion of trans-
parency and good government, 

—

He supplied data on 
Jefferson assessments

Latter  
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fires 
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By David Hammer
Staff writer

New Orleans’ Louis Armstrong International Air-
port ranks next to last among 24 small American air-
ports in customer satisfaction, according to a biennial 
survey released Tuesday by J.D. Power & Associates.

Only San Jose, Calif.’s airport rated lower than 
New Orleans in a survey of smaller airports where 
at least 100 passengers provided ratings for 27 attri-
butes in six major categories: airport accessibility, 
baggage claim, check-in process, terminal facilities, 
security check and food and retail services.

Louis Armstrong received the lowest possible 
rating in five of the six larger categories, only man-
aging an “average” rating in customer satisfaction 
with baggage-claim service.

New Orleans scored 673 points on J.D. Power’s 
overall airport satisfaction index, a 1,000-point scale the 
marketing firm uses to reflect a combination of the rat-
ings in all categories. San Jose International, which has 

Airport crash-lands in customer survey

ELIOT KAMENITZ / ThE TIMEs-pIcAyuNE ArchIvE

Lines of fliers form on Ash Wednesday at Louis Armstrong 
International Airport. In a J.D. Power & Associates survey of 
airports serving fewer than 10 million passengers a year, the 
airport scored at the bottom in categories such as check-in 
process and terminal food and retail.
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By Jan Moller
Capital bureau

BATON ROUGE — Gov. Bobby Jindal may be call-
ing for some belt-tightening in state govern-
ment, but the same frugality does not apply to 
his campaign account. 

Even though he is not due 
to face the voters until the fall 
of 2011, the governor spent 
$910,888 last year — a 26 per-
cent jump from the year before 
and more than three times as 
much as his predecessor, Kath-
leen Blanco, spent at a similar 
juncture in her term. 

The money went for every-
thing from mailers and meals 
to office equipment and hotel 
stays. But the biggest chunk 
went to a network of Republican consultants and 
fundraisers, many based out of state, which sug-
gests the governor is building a political network 

—

Governor uses most  
money outside Louisiana

Jindal’s 
campaign 

spending up

Gov. Bobby 
Jindal
Does not face 
re-election until 
the fall of 2011

See FINANCE, A-4

What will 
prison life  
be like for  
Lil Wayne? 
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By Brendan McCarthy
Staff writer

Federal investigators are look-
ing into the role that New Orleans 
police officers played in the July 
2005 death of a local man, an 
inquiry that adds to a growing 
list of civil rights probes into the 

department.
T h e  F B I , 

w h i c h  f i r s t 
examined the 
matter shortly 
after the 2005 
death of Ray-
mond Robair, 
only recently 
confirmed that 
it has opened 
a full investi-
gation. Sheila 

Thorne, spokeswoman of the FBI’s 
New Orleans division, would not 
say when the inquiry began. 

—

Family says police 
beat man to death

2005 
Treme 
death 

catches 
FBI’s eye

Raymond Robair
Treme native 
died of rup-
tured spleen

PRESIDENT OBAMA IS EXPLORING  
THESE REPUBLICAN-GENERATED  
HEALTH CARE OVERHAUL IDEAS
Ways to encourage using health savings accounts

Finding alternative methods to resolve medical 
malpractice disputes 

Reduce waste, fraud and abuse through random 
undercover investigations of health care  
providers receiving Medicare, Medicaid  
and other federal health-care money

Increasing doctor reimbursements  
as Medicaid is expanded 

—

By Katy Reckdahl
Staff writer

A millionaire and two billionaires 
toured the brand-new town houses 
that have replaced about 10 blocks 
of the St. Bernard public housing 
development on Tuesday, with hopes 
that their ideas will break the cycle of 
poverty in that part of New Orleans 
and further the success of their 
new national community-building 
organization.

As a cold wind blew hard across the 
Gentilly site, the developers of the site, 
called Columbia Parc at the Bayou Dis-
trict, gave a tour to legendary investor 
Warren Buffett. Last year, Buffett co-
founded an organization called Pur-
pose Built Communities with Atlanta 
commercial real-estate mogul Tom 
Cousins and wildly successful hedge-
fund manager Julian Robertson, who 
was represented Tuesday by his son 
Alex Robertson.

As they walked through a three-
bedroom, handicapped-accessible 
apartment, Buffett leaned over to 
Bayou District Foundation chairman 
Gerald Barousse Jr. and asked, “How 
far is the nearest grocery?”

—

Development aims to 
break cycle of poverty

Investors like 
what they see 
at former 
public housing

TED JACKSON / ThE TIMES-PICAyuNE

Plans call for Columbia Parc at the Bayou District, newly built on the site of the St. Bernard public housing 
development in Gentilly, to have an eventual 1,325 apartments and homes.

THE TIMES-PICAYUNE
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public housing 
development)

Warren Buffett
Billionaire developer 
spends chilly day 
touring new  
town houses

See BAYOU, A-6

Arthur Sterbcow
Says he doesn’t 
regret pushing 
for fairness

Brunell wants  
to stay with  

the SaintsspOrts
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RANK: 23 Out of 24 small American airports, N.O.’s Louis Armstrong  
International Airport ranks next to last in customer satisfaction

See STERBCOW, A-10 See AIRPORT, A-4


